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Columbus Center  -  2530 South 500 East —Salt Lake City 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE   

 
Hi UNS Club Members, 
 
We had 46 in attendance at our February meeting. I hope we can make our meetings 
interesting enough to keep our members coming out. 
 
Thanks to Sherry Gunderson for the Coin Quiz, Benjamin and Michael Strasser for the  
refreshments and Darin Lee for his Mini Exhibit. 
 
Thanks to Bruce Griggs for his talk on Canadian coins. There were some good comments. 
about his display of his collection of Canadian coins. 
 
This month is Bourse night. Bring your coins you want to sell or trade. This will give you  
a chance to add to your collections.   
 
A reminder that dues are due, See Tom Davis and Steve Dissel to pay your dues, 
 
Thanks for all you do to make UNS Club the Best. 
  
 LaVar Burton    President 



  

   

2024 Membership Dues Announcement 
 

Your membership dues are due for 2024 

Please pay your dues early if possible. 

They will however be accepted until our April 2024 meet-
ing on April 9th 

 

You may pay in person at any of our club meetings or 
mail them in to: 

UNS 

P.O. Box 65054, Salt Lake City UT  84165 

Fees are listed on the back page of the MintMaster 

 

Your membership supports the UNS as well as gets you 
free admission to our Utah coin shows.  Also you will con-

tinue to receive the Mint Master monthly via e-mail. 

The Utah Coin Shows Website is now up and displays current and 
upcoming Utah coin shows 

 

Utahcoinshows.com�



 

2024 UNS SCHEDULE 

 
PREPARE FOR DECEMBER = FOLLOWING IS HOW TO ACQUIRE TICKETS FOR CHRISTMAS PRIZES 
 
1.     Monthly Coin Quiz 
2.     Monthly News & Views 
3.     Monthly Mini Exhibits 
4.     Monthly Refreshments 
5.    A ticket for each hour spent helping at our Club Coin Show. 
6.     Article for our monthly Mint Master.  ( Each one gets you a ticket ) 
7.     A ticket for attendance at our Monthly meetings. 
8.     A ticket foe each Board Member attending board meetings 
 
 
 
 
 

ON THE COVER OF THIS MINTMASTER 
 

The 2024 Silver Eagle was obtained at the January 2024 Coin Show in Sandy 
 

The 2024 Roosevelt Dime was obtained at a Jim’s Family Restaurant in 
Sandy on Valentines day. 
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PLATINUM SESSION® & SIGNATURE® AUCTIONS
Dallas  |  May 8-12

Paul R. Minshull #16591. BP 20%; see HA.com   74538

For a free appraisal, or to consign to an upcoming 
auction, contact a Heritage Expert today.   

800-635-8000

Important Selections from The 
Bob R. Simpson Collection, Part XII 

1863 Judd-349 Ten Dollar
PR64 Cameo PCGS. CAC

Ex: Garrett

1909 Ten Dollar
PR65 NGC

1912 Ten Dollar
PR66 NGC

1915 Ten Dollar
PR66 NGC

1863 Judd-350 Ten Dollar
Bronzed, PR66 PCGS. CAC

1910 Ten Dollar
PR67+★ NGC

1913 Ten Dollar
PR67 NGC

1879 Judd-1644 Twenty Dollar
PR64+ Red and Brown PCGS. CAC

Ex: Newman

1908 Ten Dollar
PR67 PCGS

1911 Ten Dollar
PR67 NGC

1914 Ten Dollar
PR67 NGC



SPECIAL STRIKE DETAILS 

Doug Nyholm 
 

Many collectors collect coin varieties but this 
article is not about varieties but strike character-
istics.  Covered are five relatively modern coins 
which are those that are collected by their strike 
details.  It is also true that many 19th century 
coins have varying details according to their 
strike.  Many of these older coins are noted by 
sheir sharpness but they are not noted by every 
date in their series.  Whereas these five (type) 
coins have every date in their series with a stand-
ard exceptional strike designation. 

These coins with exceptional striks can have their 
values escalate rapidly.  Some collectors attempt 
to acquire complete sets of these exceptionally 
struck coins.  In many cases these coins are not 
always designated in certified ultra grades such 
as MS-65 either.  In fact some are certified in AU 
grades.  The MS-65 full strike examples obvious-
ly top the value charts but some of these coins do 
not even exist in MS-65 full strike.  One primary 
example is the 1918/7-S Standing Liberty Quar-
ter.  The finest known example designated “Full 
Head” for this date is MS-64.  l  Also as note be-

neath the picture of “Full 
Steps” it is noted that the 
1969-S is not even 
known with full steps.  

To elaborate further with 
Jefferson Nickels many 
can be found with a bit 
of searching but there are 
a handful of dates that 
are only known by a 
scant handful of exam-
ples.  A complete set of 
Full Step Jefferson Nick 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

els may be impossible.   

Next are Mercury Dimes with “Fully Struck Bands” or with the well-known FSB designation.  As with the 
Jefferson Nickels many can be found but several examples are quite scarce and expensive.  The 1945, which 
is a common date, is exceptionally rare with FSB.  There are only a handful known and a gem example can 
fetch over $10,000.  

Roosevelt Dimes with a “Full Torch” designation is a relative newcomer to these special strike series’s.  
Even though they can be identified as such I do believe that collector interest in this series is relatively low.  
Also, outside the silver series which ended in 1964 most collectors do not care.  Still the designation does 
exist by the grading services.   

Many collectors actively attempt to acquire Standing Liberty Quarters with the “Full Head” designation.  
Standing Liberty Quarters with this FH designation are a collecting challenge and many dates are quite 
scarce.  Some dates are quite high in price.  As an additional note, not noted by the grading services I also 
look at the shield for full rivets.  Some full head examples don’t have full rivets and som with full rivets 

don’t have a full head.  Those 
that have both are a beauty to 
behold and definitely have a 
very full strike. 

Finally, Franklin Half Dollars 
with “Full Bell Lines.” noted as 
FBL are quite actively collect-
ed.  Many can be found by the 
discriminating collector but 
several are quite scarce with 
one date, the 1953-S FBL is 
actually rare.  Fewer than 50 
have been assigned FBL ac-



cording to the grading services.  This date, sharply struck, with FBL can easily exceed $10,000.  FBL ex-
amples are probably the most difficult to 100% identify since the lines, even when full may not be sharp.  
Also, any scratches, nicks or problems with any part of the lines can preclude the grading service from 
assigning the FBL grade.   

Several items come into play with the above mentioned coins not being struck with full details.  Probably 
first and foremost is the relief or design on the opposite side of the coin.  If the area designated for the full 
strike, which is usually one of the more high relief areas is opposite a comparable high relief area on the 
opposite side which makes it difficult for the die to strike up full details.  Also, the time period that the 
coins was struck can be responsible.  During wars, recessions, or high demand for coinage the mint may 
be rushed to produce as many coins as possible thus reducing quality control.  This is especially the resuly 
for the rarity of the 1945 FSB Mercury Dime which had a high mintage but due to the post war demand 
for coinsge the striking of dimes in Philadelphia was definitely rushed.   

 

 

Noted below but not discussed in detail are some other strike designations. 

 Proof-like (PL) 

 Deep Mirror Prooflike (DMPL) 

 Cameo (CAM) 

 Deep Cameo (DCAM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also are color designations for early coppers that are often used. 

 Red 

 Red/Brown 

 Brown 

 

 

   

 



LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS  |  LEGENDARY RESULTS  |  A LEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM

Contact Us Today For More Information!
CA: 800.458.4646 • NY: 800.566.2580 
Info@StacksBowers.com • StacksBowers.com

AUCTION SCHEDULE 
Internet Only Sessions 
(StacksBowers.com)
Session 11 – Numismatic Americana,  
Colonial & Early American Coins &  
U.S. Coins Part 1: Medals through Small Cents
Monday, April 1 • 9:00 AM PT • Lots 9001-9638

Session 12 – U.S. Coins Part 2: Two-Cent Pieces 
through Silver Dollars 
Tuesday, April 2 • 9:00 AM PT • Lots 10001-11087

Session 13 – Physical Cryptocurrency Part 2
Tuesday, April 2 • 10:00 AM PT • Lots 12001-12099

Session 14 – U.S. Coins Part 3: Trade Dollars to End
Wednesday, April 3 • 9:00 AM PT • Lots 13001-13664

Session 1 – The Richard Margolis Collection
Monday, March 25 • 8:00 AM PT • Lots 1001-1243
Session 2 – Numismatic Americana  
featuring The Ronald A. Slovick Family Collection
Monday, March 25 • 3:00 PM PT • Lots 2001-2240
Session 3 – Colonial & Early American Coins
Tuesday, March 26 • 9:00 AM PT • Lots 3001-3164
Session 4 – Rarities Night
Tuesday, March 26 • 1:00 PM PT • Lots 4001-4428
Session 5 – U.S. Coins Part 1: Half Cents through Quarters
Wednesday, March 27 • 8:00 AM PT • Lots 5001-5381
Session 6 – U.S. Currency Part 1: Featuring Selections  
from the Caine Collection of Obsolete Bank Notes
Wednesday, March 27 • 12:00 Noon PT • Lots 20001-20432
Session 7 – The Fairmont Collection Mont Blanc Set
Wednesday, March 27 • 2:00 PM PT • Lots 6001-6344
Session 8 – U.S. Coins Part 2: Half Dollars to End
Thursday, March 28 • 9:00 AM PT • Lots 7001-7847
Session 9 – Physical Cryptocurrency Part 1
Thursday, March 28 • 10:00 AM PT • Lots 8001-8137
Session 10 – U.S. Currency Part 2: Featuring Selections  
from the Caine Collection of Obsolete Bank Notes
Thursday, March 28 • 12:00 Noon PT • Lots 21001-21403

The Stack’s Bowers Galleries  

Spring 2024 Expo Auction

1550 Scenic Ave., Ste. 150, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 949.253.0916 • Info@StacksBowers.com • StacksBowers.com
470 Park Ave., New York, NY 10022 • 212.582.2580 • NYC@stacksbowers.com
84 State St. (at 22 Merchants Row), Boston, MA 02109 • 617.843.8343 • Boston@StacksBowers.com
1735 Market St. (18th & JFK Blvd.), Philadelphia, PA 19103 • 267.609.1804 • Philly@StacksBowers.com
California • Boston • New York • Philadelphia • New Hampshire • Oklahoma • Virginia  
Hong Kong • Paris • Vancouver
SBG UNS Spring2024Schedule 240301

America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer

Official Auction of the Whitman Coin & Collectibles Spring Expo

March 25-28 & April 1-3, 2024 • Costa Mesa, California

Whitman Expo Lot Viewing: 
March 19-22, 2024 • 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Room 307 • Baltimore Convention Center
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March Prizes 
 

Member Prize:  Kennedy Half Set  

On-Time Prize:   1961 BU Franklin Half 

Youth Prize:   Dime set   

 

General Prizes 

1.  Silver Presidential Medal            

2. Maria Theresa Thaler           

3. 1921 Morgan        

4. 1922 Peace Dollar BU           

5. 1930 S St Lib            

6. 1957 Proof Set           

7. $2 US Note               

8. Concordia ancient coin         

9. Silver Bar w/gem         

10. S-Mint Washington Quarter set  

11. 1961 P Jefferson Nickel NGC MS66 

 

 

Buy of the Month 

The buy-of-the-month will be left up to you, the club members. As March is our 
"Bourse" month, club members have the opportunity to bring their own items to 
sell at fabulous prices to the rest of the club members. Please keep an eye out for 
wonderful deals from your fellow members.  

 

 

Thanks to our curator, Daren Lee for our prizes 



�

�

Five 9s Gold & Gold Purity 

 

The subject about gold bullion purity and .99999 fine gold coins is the subject offered here so 
I thought I’d do a bit of research on the subject.  Gold coins have been around since almost 
700 B.C. in the form of what was called electrum.  These electrum coins were essentially 
struck from gold nuggets found in streams in na-
tive form usually mixed with silver and other im-
purities.  The amount of actual gold varied widely 
from probably not much more than 50% up to pos-
sibly as high as 90%.  In antiquity and in medieval 
times most actual coins were hopefully about 95% 
pure however when refining techniques became 
more modernized after 1800 most gold coinage was closer to 90% or .900 or .925.  Early U.S. 
gold was supposedly struck to a standard of .8925 but refining gold to this exact standard was 
very difficuly if not impossible.   

Getting back to ultra high purity gold the 
first .99999 gold bar was refined by the Perth 
Mint in 1957 and it was actually six nines 
at .999999.  today the only six nines gold is med-
ical grade and usually not marked as .999999 but 
as .99999+.  It becomes very difficult to refine 
gold to ultra purity and be advised there is no 

such thing as 100% pure gold.   

Many people now are looking at putting gold into their IRA’s and the minimum gold compo-
sition for gold to be placed into an IRA is .995 with one 
exception bring the American Gold Eagle with is .9176 
fine. 

Other fineness for gold are world gold crowns that are 
usually 916, aka 22 Karat.  .585 aka 14 Karat such as in 
most jewelry and .417 which is 10 karat jewelry. 

The difference between .999 and .9999 is mathematically 
significant and which purchasing gold often the prices for 
bullion of .999 or .9999 may be virtually the same.  The 
melt value is virtually the same also.  Purchasing .9999 
or .99999 is usually a customer preference. 



There are several different refining processes for gold.  The word bullion come from French 
and means boiling.  This was probably the first process used for refining raw gold into a 
much purer state, simply heating the metal to a liquid and skimming off impurities.  Another 
more modern process is known as the “Miller Process” which uses chlorine gas which can 
result in purity typically of .995.   During this process chlorine is blown into molten gold 
which reacts to form gold chloride making it easier to separate impurities.  The gold chloride 
is heated causing the chlorine to return to a gaseous state which leaves only the gold which 
at best is .995.  Next is the “Wohlwill Process.”  This process utilizes electrolytic cells to re-
fine the gold and and produce .999 and even .9999 fine.  This process uses a cell containing 
a solution of nitric acid and hydrochloric acid in a ratio of 1:3.  A gold ingot of .950 or great-
er is placed in the solution which is used as an anode.  Sheets of .999 or greater gold are add-
ed to function as cathodes.  Current is applied to the cell and electricity traverses the solution 
and gold in the anode is dissolved.  This causes pure gold to attach to the gold sheets acting 
as cathodes.  After the process the anode is completely dissolved and the cathode is removed 
from the solution.  In order to attain .99999 the process is started again with the sheets of 
higher fineness gold.   

The first gold coins consisting of .9999 for general sale were the 1 Troy ounce Maple Leaf 
released by the Royal Canadian Mint in 1982.  The first .99999 coins were produced also by 
the Canadian Mint in 2007 and are currently the finest gold bullion coins in the world.  
A .9999 gold Maple Leaf was first issued in 2007.   Beginning in 2014 the Royal Canadian 
Mint released the world’s highest face value ($200 CAD) legal one Troy oun e bullion coin.   

There are a total o 7 gold coins with .99999 fineness in the “Call of the Wild” series by the 
Canadian Mint.  They consist of a Howling Wolf, Growling Tiger, Roaring Grizzly, Bugling 
Elk, Peal-Callin Bale Eagle, Bellowing Elk and a Screaming Bobcat.  A second issue is their 



“Klondike Gold Rush Series.” also made with .99999 fine gold.  These also have a face value 
of $200 Canadian dollars and are issued in three seriers, “Panning for Gold, Prospecting for 
Gold, and Passage for Gold.” 

As for purchasing gold and ultra pure gold there may not be a great price difference even 
though the refining process may be significantly more time consuming.  Most of the difference 
is with the collector or purchasers personal preference with some examples having added nu-
mismatic value.  Melt value for a 1-ounce gold bullion coin is negatable.  Aesthetics and color 
of the gold may vary slightly but all one ounce coins containing one ounce of gold.   

Probably the most well know one ounce gold bullion coin is the U.S. America  Eagle who’s 
fineness if .9167 and many times sells for more than other coins at .999 or.99999. 

 

.999 Fine gold coins include 

Canadian Maple Leafs produced before 1982 

Gold Libertads form the Mexican Mint 

Chinese Gold Pandas 

 

.9999 Fine gold coins include 

American Gold Buffalos 

Canadian Maple Leaf produced since 1982 

Gold Kangaroos from the Perth Mint 

Gold Swans from the Perth Mint 

Somalian Gold Elephants minted at the Bavarian State Mint in Germany 

Gold Philharmonics from the Austrian Mint 

Gold Britannia's from the British Royal Mint 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Steve Boulton / Jeremy Dansie 



Together Again: The Miraculous Reunion of a Severed ZCMI Due Bill 
By: Jeremy Dansie 

 
Zion’s Co-operative Mercantile Institution (ZCMI) was organized in Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, on 
October 16, 1868.  Like many other retail establishments, organizations, and cities.  ZCMI issued its 
own means of monetary exchange as a way to encourage trade in the area and to pay their 
employees part of their wages.  This was done in the form of “Due Bills” which were accepted as 
payment for goods by ZCMI and local co-ops as well as some other local retailers.  
 

 
ZCMI flagship store in Salt Lake City circa 1878. Courtesy of the Church History Library. 

 

 
Storefronts along Main Street in Salt Lake City display signs showing their affiliation with ZCMI circa 1869.  

Courtesy of the Church History Library. 
 
ZCMI issued Due Bills as both “Promise Notes”, which were issued to individuals by name as a 
“Promise to pay…on demand for value received”, and as scrip, which was issued as “Due to bearer 
on Demand”.  Both types of Due Bills were virtually interchangeable in the area.  Some ZCMI Due 
Bills can be found with a red “A” overstamp, indicating their use or issuance in Arizona or from the 
Arizona Co-operative Mercantile Institution (ACMI).  Additional information on ZCMI Due Bills and 
scrip, as well as a brief history of ZCMI and the role it played in the area, can be found in “Mormon 
and Utah Coin and Currency” by Alvin E. Rust (1984) and “Mormon Currency” by Douglas A. Nyholm 
(2010, 2nd ed. 2016).   



 
ZCMI 25¢ Due Bill from the Eric P. Newman Collection. Courtesy of Heritage Auctions (2015). 

 
All types and denominations of ZCMI-issued notes range from rare to scarce and rarely surface at 
public auction or on eBay.  When examples are made available to the collectors, they are generally 
in low grades and often have condition issues.  Those ZCMI notes that have made public auction 
appearances usually see aggressive bidding and almost always meet or exceed pre-auction 
estimates.   
 
Owning an example had been on my wish list since I was a teenager when I saw a ZCMI note in a 
coin shop in the Salt Lake Valley.  I wasn't sure if or when I would be able to acquire one due to a 
lack of availability and focusing on other areas of collecting.    
 
In June 2021, I saw a scarce ZCMI Due Bill “Promise Note” listed on eBay from a seller in 
Tallahassee, Florida.  But it wasn’t a complete note, it was only half, specifically the left half.  
Sometimes these older notes show up missing corners or small pieces along the edge, but this note 
took it to another level as it had been severed at some point in time.  The auction description stated 
that this half was included in a collection they acquired without the right half.   
 

 
 



As someone who had just started to avidly collect early scrip, obsoletes and other numismatic items 
from the state of Utah, I was intrigued by this piece and desperately wanted to own it.  A week later, 
I was surprised when I won the left half of the Promise Note for just $11.50.  Upon arrival, I noticed 
that the paper was very frail, the upper left corner was barely attached, and it had some internal 
tears.  I decided not to remove it from the holder out of fear of falling apart. 
 
After a few weeks of debating what to do with it, I decided to have the note encapsulated by PCGS 
Banknote to preserve what was left of it.  I didn’t have a PCGS membership, so I asked a friend of 
mine in Los Angeles to submit it for me with his next submission.  By early September, it was on its 
way. 
 
In late October, I received an email from the eBay seller from whom I had purchased the left half of 
the note.  He stated that he had found what he thought was the other half while going through a box 
of world coins and offered to send it to me.  He didn’t want anything in return, he just wanted the two 
severed halves to be reunited.  I graciously accepted his offer and eagerly awaited the package to 
arrive.  When it finally did, it wasn’t just any half of a ZCMI Promise Note, it appeared to be THE 
other half of my note.  I couldn’t believe it!  I was also delighted to see that it had a red ACMI (Arizona 
Co-Operative Mercantile Institution) stamp, providing some additional clues to the people and places 
that it has seen.   
 

 
 

As the left half was still at PCGS Banknote, the long-awaited reunion had to be put on hold.  In the 
meantime, I put scans of both halves together to make sure they were from the same note.  And they 
were a perfect match! 
 



 
 
Due to some delays in getting the note back from my friend, the reunion didn’t happen until the 
following summer.  And when it did, I was horrified to see that at some point in time between when 
it left my possession and when it was encapsulated, the upper left corner had detached from the 
note and was now unaccounted for.  It wasn’t necessarily a surprise as it was hanging on by a thread 
along a hard crease, but it was still a letdown.   
 

 
 
Now having both halves side by side, I decided that the best thing to do was to try to have the two 
pieces professionally reattached and then have the note encapsulated again.  I contacted one of the 
best in the business, Nancy Poli of Poli Restoration in Saylorsburg, Pennsylvania, and she agreed 
to do the work.  She offered to not only reattach the two halves but also to restore the missing edge 
pieces and corners with period-specific paper so that it would be “complete”.  We agreed to just have 
them reattached and leave the rest of the note as it was before being severed.   
 



A few months later, the note arrived back in my hands, now in one piece and I couldn’t be happier 
with the result.  Nancy did an amazing job not only in reattaching the two pieces but also in unfolding 
and straightening out the edge tears and redrawing very small portions of the border and internal 
design where the paper had eroded along the splits.   
 

 
 
After who knows how many years apart and making several cross-country trips covering thousands 
of miles, the two halves of this scarce ZCMI Promise Note were finally back together as they had 
been before the unfortunate split.  The skillful reattachment provided a fairytale ending to this almost 
unbelievable and miraculous tale.   
 
Finally, in one piece, it made the trip back to PCGS Banknote to be encapsulated.  It recently returned 
home to me, now safely preserved for the future and never to be separated again.  



Publications Costs 

Doug Nyholm 
 I subscribe to numerous publications some of which are mainstream numismatic magazines.  They include 
The Numismatist published by the ANA, Numismatic News and Coin World which included both a monthly 
magazine plus 40 issues published 3 time a month for a total of 52 issues.  Recently I have noticed that the 
weekly issues for Coin World have been dramatically shrinking to less than 50 pages while Numismatic 
News on the other hand has been increasing in size. 

Subscribing to numerous publications can get quite expensive but each source does have their own take on 
news and the information they deliver.  I recently renewed my subscription to Numismatic News for a 2 year 
period for $79 which is reasonable.  I noticed that my subscription to Coin World was set to expire this May 
and gave them a call in order to renew early to avoid any missed issues.  To my surprise I was told that a one 
year renewal was going to cost $129.00!   The last time I renewed if believe it was aboue $45 / year.  I un-
derstand prices have increased with everything but $129 makes me wonder with the internet that the value of 
a printed subscription is worth that price.  I may cut back to the monthly magazine only, which is signifi-
cantly less expensive.  I know many people get all of their information by reading it on a computer screen 
but I am an old fashioned guy and still like to sit back in my easy chair or desk and hold the printed copy in 
my hands and flip through the pages. 

As time goes on I can only expect publication and printing costs to further escalate. 

I also think that major auction houses would like to reduce the production of their glossy auction catalogs or 
eliminate them altogether in favor of the internet.  This would force bidders to view the lots exclusively on 
their computers.  The cost of producing auction catalogs is definitely a significant cost. 

These are jut my thoughts, I would welcome any comments from members of the UNS.  What do you think? 

 



Q. David Bowers  Antique  Publications 
Doug Nyhom 

 

 
I have always been a fan of 
the writings of Q. David 
Bowers.  I have in my per-
sonal library probably over 
90% of the books he has 
authored over the years.  
As an early collector I re-
ceived most of his famous 
“Rare Coin Reviews” of 
which there were 150 is-
sues beginning in May of 
1969 and ending on Dec. of 
2002.  At 33 years it was 
one of the longest running 
dealer price lists and maga-
zines every published.  I 
completed my collection of 
several of the first 10 is-
sues via searching eBay 
and personally contacting 
Bowers office.  Not only 
did he include listings of 
most of the coins issued by 
the United States including 
many with history in his 
descriptions and multiple 
articles including one of 
my favorites called “This 
And That” which included 
many tidbits of the time.  
Also included were sub-
missions from many lead-
ing numismatists of the 
time and many are still per-
tinent and great reading. 

 



This started my search for earlier publications after finding a few at numismatic book dealers and on line of-
ferings.  There were several forerunners to the Rare Coin Review which included “Empire Topics” published 
from May 1958 to 1960, then the “The Bowers Review” from Nov. 1960 to 1961, followed by the “Empire 
Review” published from 1961-1964.  A few years after that the “Rare Coin Review” began.  Just recently I 
located an offering on eBay of the “Q. David Bowers, Numismatist” bulletin #2 dated 1956 on ebay which I 
snatched up.  I didn’t even know this publication existed and my current research incicated there were only 

two editions, with number 1 being issued in 1955. 

I enjoy these publications as well as numerous others as they 
are a window into our hobby’s past.  Q. David Bowers and 
others such as Max Mehl’s price lists were realistic for the 
time of what coins cost before virtually any of us began col-
lecting.  Reading these magazines and prices makes we want a 
time machine.  The Elisaberg collection, which was the only 

complete collection of regular issue U.S. 
coins from 1793 was completed for what 
I understand was about $400,000!  His 
collection sold years ago for close to 
$100 million with probably several coins 
nearing $400.000 each.  I don’t think that 
any of us will ever come close to that 

kind of return. 
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1. When was the last year coins were minted for Newfoundland? 

A) 1935     B)     1945 

C) 1947     D)     1949 

 

2.   In the old British system how many schillings equaled 1 crown? 

A) 5      B)     10 

C) 15      D)     20 

 

3.   How many circulating varieties of the Lincoln Cent were mined in 1982? 

A) 5      B)     6 

C) 7      D)     8 

 

4.   What mint produced 1922 Lincoln Cents without a mintmark? 

A) San Francisco    B)     Denver  

C) West Point    D)     Philadelphia 

 

5.    Which country once had circulating Platinum coins? 

A) So. Africa     B)     Czechoslovakia 

C) Germany     D)     Russia 

 

6. Who was the first president to be featured on a coin struck at a U.S. mint? 

A) Washington    B)     McKinley 

C)   Lincoln     D)    Grant 

 

7. Has the U.S. Ever struck a coin that wasn’t round? 

A) True  B) False 

This & That 





BOOK REVIEW 
Safeguarding History 

By Kenneth W. Rendell 
�

 

 

This book is published by 
Whitman which recently be-
came available late last year.  
The author is a noted author 
and authenticator of historical 
works.   He was involved with 
the Mark Hoffmann forgeries 
in Salt lakc and there is a 
chapter about this.  He has al-
so worked with many famous 
documents and several of 
which he has debunked as for-
geries and well has authenti-
cated many.  He discovered 
that the Elvis Presly manu-
scripts were forgeries as well 
as the Hitler diary hoax.   

He has amassed one of the fin-
est World War II documents 
and museum pieces and writ-
ten on a wide range of sub-
jects.  One may say that he is a 
consummate collector and re-
searcher whos talents have 
been sought after by many his-
torians and museums.  

The book consists of 24 chapters on many subjects and written with great detail and interest.  
It is 314 pages in length printed in a hardcover edition and illustrated very well.  List price is 
only $24.95 available from Whitman publishing.  If your interested in documents and history 
it should make a welcome addition to your library.    



EDITOR’S MESSAGE 

         

 

2024 Coinage & Other Collectables 

At the beginning of each year I always look for the first 
circulation coins to appear.  Just the collector in my genes 
I guess.  This year I received a 2024 Roosevelt dime on 
Valentines day, February 14th which was one of the earli-
est dates I have ever received a new coin.  Usually a Lin-
coln Cent is the first to be seen but I have still not seen a 
2024 cent as of this writing.  This may just be due to my 
location in the country and where the Federal Reserve 
receives orders for coinage.  Checking eBay there are 
usually early offers for new coins soon after the New 
Year but currently there are ads but no actual pictures so I 
guess everyone is waiting to receive them and are taking 
pre-orders.  Historically, in recent years I have often not 
seen new coinage until late March or even April.  Have 
any of you received any 2024 circulation coins yet? 

Most coin collectors do not limit their collections soley to 
coins, many collect many ofther items such as bottles, 
arrowheads of other specific antiques.  My wife for many 
years was involved in the antique business which has 
rubbed off onto me.  Recently we have visited many an-
tique dealers from Spanish Fork to Logan.  I picked up 
several interesting items including some old marbles, sev-
eral antique oil lamps (ready for a power outage) and 
even an old 1950’s iron highway flare.  I also acquired 
several old glass insulators for my collection which for 
collectors of these it has been called the only collection 
composed of 100% stolen material.  So, whatever you 
collect just note that it is a hobby you cannot control, it is 
in the makeup of your genes and those who do not collect 
will never un-
derstand us. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Nyholm 
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GLEN BECKSTEAD COLLECTABLES 

Visit My Table At Local Coin Shows 

Always Buying Coins & Collectables 

801-699-1728 



Ralph R. Muller 

P.O. Box 9088 

Salt Lake City, Utah  84109 

801-581-0991 

�

 Member ANA-UNS-OCC-SPMC-FCCB 

E-mail    mullerralph@gmail.com 

BUY—SELL—APPRAISE COINS 
& CURRENCY 



�



UNS Membership Application 
Application for membership in the “Utah Numismatic Society” 

P.O. Box 65054,  Salt Lake City,  UT  84165 

Name(s) of Applicants:_____________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:__________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:____________________________________________________ 

Signature:_________________________________________________________ 

 ANNUAL DUES 

       $30  Family     $20 Adult      $5 Junior / Under 18 

  

Where & When we meet: 

 Second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. 

 Columbus  Center / 2530 South 500 East,  SLC, UT  84115   

�� � By signing this application I 
acknowledge that I have never 
been convicted of a felony. 

The Utah Numismatic Society is now enjoying its 70th year  
serving  collectors in Utah.  We sponsor an annual coin show 
held in Sandy which  you  may have attended.  Our monthly 
meetings are held monthly on the second Tuesday in Salt Lake 
City.  We have many knowledgeable, as well as novice and be-
ginning collectors, in attendance every month. 

Our monthly publication entitled “The Mint Master” contains 
interesting reading featuring  articles such as the ’Counterfeit 
Corner,’  ‘Book Reviews,’ ‘Young Numismatists,’ as well as 
many other numismatic news-worthy columns. 

Our meetings include Bourse, Auctions, expert speakers as well 
as our annual “Youth Night” and “Summer Picnic.”  

We invite you to attend one of our meetings  held at the  -     

Columbus Center, 2530 S. 500 E., Salt Lake City.  

Quiz Answers 

 

1.   C 

2. A 

3 C 

4. B 

5. D 

6. A (Layfayette Dollar 1900) 

7. A (true) 1915-S PanPac $50 

 


